








Vol. IX. 


THE 


Numb. 93 


OBSERVATOR. 


A further Account of the Impeachment of the Roman General Scipio Africanus 


ther Scipio Afiaticus, and the Fffects. 
enquir’d into, The abdicated Family of the 
Throne, prepos’d to his Confidcration, 





—_———— a 


us, and of bis Bro- 


The lnftance of the Examiner’s Proconjul Vertes, <'c. 


Tarquins, and their Endeavours to refume the 








From Saturday, December 2. to CGevinelaay, December 6. 17:0. 





—— 


Countrym. Wo Want to hear further, Mafter, what 
became of Scipio the Great Roman 
General, who was impeach’d more 
out of Envy than any thing elfe ; 
for we had not time to make an end of the Story 
laft day. 

Obf: told you, Roger, that the Speech of Tibe- 

rius Gracchus his Generous Enemy had fo much 
influence even upon his Accufers, that the Tryal 
was broke up ; and fhall now add, that the Petz/z), 
who accus’d him, were inveigh’d againit by every 
body, for endeavouring to raije their own Fame upon 
the Ruins of bis, andto enrich themfelves with the 
Spoils of hu Triumphs: While Gracchis was as unt- 
verfally commended, for faying frankly, ‘ That all 
the Enmity he bore tothe Sezpio’s ftill continu’d, 
and that he did nothing to ingratiate bimfelf 
withthem; but generoufly added, that he would 
not fuffer Scipio Africanus to be fent to Prifon, 
whither he had feen lum fend fo many of the 
Enemy’s Generals.’ 
Countrym. Well, Mafter, I perceive thofe an: 
tient Romans were a Brave People, Generous Ene- 
mies, as well as Inimitable Friends, that they 
knew how to make a true Eftimate of Men, and 
would not let their real or imaginary Failings 
drown the Senfe of their true Merit. 

Obf. Your Obfervation is very juft, Roger; for 
Scipio’s going from the Court of Judgment in the 
manner I told you Jaft day, was really a greater 
Crime than any his Enemies charg’d him with,’ 
even tho they could have prov'd them ; for ‘twas a 
downright Mobbing of the Supreme Authority, 
and what the Romans call'd the ALyefty of their 
People: yet their Senfe of his Merit was fo great, 
that they confider’d the Provocation he was under, 
overlook’d it, and proceeded no further againit 
him. However, this broke his Heart, and ’tis faid 
he died at Liternum the Place of his Ketreat, where 
he order’d his Corps to be bury’d, and bis Monu- 
ment to be erected, that his ungrateful Country 
fhould not fo much as have his Bones: which was 
Panifhment enpugh, Roger, upon the Roman Go- 
vernment, and fec up an indelible Mark of their 
Ingratitude in a foreign Country. 

Countrym, Pray, Mafter, was this Impeachment 
brought againft Scipioin a time of War, or the 
foundation of it laid while he was at the Head of 
the Roman Army again{t their common Enemy ¢ 

Obj. Neo, Roger 5 the Romans had more Wit im 
thar Anger than to do fo. It was ina time of 
Peace, and after he had glorioufly finifh’d the War 
they had employ’d him in. However, Koger, 
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there are feveral other Circumftances of this Tryai | 


recorded by Livy, which fix an everlaiting Ke- 
proach upon Scipio’s Accufers, vic. That among 
other things they call’d him to an account for four 
Miilions of Seiterces, after he had brou, ht above 
twenty Millions into the Treafury, and defeated 


four of the moit renown'd Carthagincan Generals | beliew’d there had been a Sentiuce pad againtt 
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| and Armies in Spain, taken Syphax, fubdu’d Hiwn- 


nibal, and made Carthage Tributary. For you 
may eafily gucls, Roger, that the Roms would 
have given more than that Mony, which they ac- 
cus’d Scipio to have embezel’d, for any one of the 
four Victories before he acquir'd them: And there- 
fore out of a generous Indignation he tore the 
Book of Accounts with his own hands, as the Se: 
nate was looking upon it 5 which was another in- 
tolerable Affront to the Supreme Authority: yet, 
as 1 told you before, the Senate drop’d his Trya). 
Countvym, Ladmire beth the Juitice and Cle- 
mency of the Romant, Matter , that tho they 
would fuffer no Man, how great foever, to be a- 
bove being call'd to an account, yet they did not 
(uffer things to come to an extremity in that Ine 
ftance again{t their brave General Sc/pio, but put 
bis Merits in the ballance with his Faults, and de- 
termin’d according to the juft Weight of the Scale. 
Obf. Since old Stories are in faflhion, Roger, Ve 
give you another which is near a-kin to it. After 
P. Scipio's Death, the Malice of his own and _ his 
Family’s Enemies, feem’d to be infpir’d with a 
new life: Therefore they accus’d his Brother, Z. 











Scipio Afiaticus, who had drove King Antiochus out 
of Afia Citerior, tho allifted by Hannibal and ma- 
ny other Princes and Generals. They accasd him, 
as they had done his Brother, of applying part of 
the Mony taken in the War to bis own afe, 
charg’d him with felling Peace to King Aaio- 
chus, and appointed one who was a mortal Enemy 
to the Scipio's to enquire into the matter. They 
likewife accus’d two of his Lieutenants, and the 
Trealurer Farias Aculeo, as if they had been ina 
Conipiracy to rob the Publick, with two Secreta- 
ries, and fome others of his Friends. Lrvy does 
not name the Accufer 5 but fays that in Orations 
he finds him call’d @ Rafcal and a Fop. L. Scipio 
was condemn’d however to pay the Mony or go 
to Prifon: and indeed nothing elie could be ex- 
pected, when his Enemies were made his Judges. 
Yet the Generous Tribune Gracchus above-men- 
tion’d, tho he fuffer'd Scipio’s Eftate to be feiz'd 
for the Mony, which it was not able to make up, 
(and is by the way a ftrong Proot of the Falfhood 
of the Accufation) deciar’d publickly that he 
would never allow L. Scipio, who had conquer’d 
the richeft King in the World, and propagated 
the Fame of the Reman Empire tothe utmott Bur- 
ders of the Earth, taken fo many of the Enemies 
Generals Prifoners, and led them in Triamph, te 
be fent to a Jail, but order'd the Pretor to let 
him go. 

Conntrym. | perceive, Mafler, that ’tis no new 
thing for thofe who have deterv’d bett at the 
hands of their Ccuvtry, to be opprcfsd by Envy 
and Fa@tion ; but pray what became of L. Scipio ? 

Olj. The People tefiilyd to much Joy at bis 
being difmifs’d, Reger, that no bedy ¢ ald have 
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himat the fame time, andin the fame City. His 
Friends and Relations offer’d bim fo much Mony, 
that he wou'd have been richer than before his 
Misfortunes, bad he accepted it but he contentec 
himfelf with what was fufficient to buy him 
Clothes and other Neceffaries : and the Envy which 
had been rais’d again{ft himfelf and his Brother, 
fell at lait upon the Head of the Pretor, his Coun- 
fel, and the Accufers. 

Countrym, ’Twas very jut it fhou’d, Mafter,; I 
perceive that Providence has always, early or 
late, appear’d in behalf of true Merit, when op- 
‘prefs’d by Envy and Malice. But pray what do 
you fay tothe Examiner's Veyres the Procontul, in 
his Paper of the 30th paft, where he teils us, the 
Sicilians intreated Cicero to impeach him in the Se- 
nate, and gives fuch a Character of him, as is 
enough to turn any Man's Stomach ? 

Obf. If the Examiner don’t find better Paral- 
lels for his Princeps Senatus, Prator Urbanus, Quaj- 
tor eEravius, & Cefari ab Epiftolw, than he has 
done for his Proconful, Roger, the Gentlemen he 
aimsat may fleep without Diflurbance. To con 
vince even the Examiner of this, let him confider 
the following Queries. 

1. Whether the Sicilians accus’d Verres, when 
it appear’d upon the Records of the Senate of 
Sicily, thatthey were very well fatisfy’d with the 
Conduet of their Proconful, and reckon’d them- 
felves happy under his Adminiftration ¢ 

2. Whether thofe Sicilians, who accufe their 
Proconful, did act fo, contrary to the mind of 
all the honeft Sicilians, who would preferve the 
Roman \nteretft in Sicily? 

3. Whether they were known Enemies of the 
Roman Government, and in the Intereft of young 
Tarquin, and all the abdicated Race ? 

4 Whether their Enmity againft the Proconfal 
did proceed from his having, appear’d very early 
and ftrenuoufly againft old Tarquin, whonot only 
— the Beds, but the Altars of the Romans, 

y his Attempts to bring in foreign Deities upon 
them? 

§. Whether thofe Sicilian Accufers were in- 
courag’d tobring in this Impeachment by the Con- 
{pirators in Rome, who were for advancing young 
Tarquin to the Throne of his abdicated Father? 

6. Whether the Romans, when they faw their 
chief Patriots, the Princeps Senatus, Prator Ur- 
banus, Quafior eALrarins, Reipublice ab Epiftolss, 
&c. fo manifeftly ftruck at, and their Lives and 
Fortunes ready to be facrific’d to the Targuinian 
Faction, had not juft reafon to take the Alarm, 
to enquire into the bottom of the Treafon, and to 
take juft Vengeance on the perfidious Traitors, 
who, according to the Direction of Tarquin, were 
for ftriking off the Heads of the Higheft Poppies ? 

Countrym. Heads of the Higheft Poppies, Maf- 
ter! Pray tell me that Story, there feems to be 
fomething extraordinary in it, Princeps Senatus, 
Prator Urbanus, &c. I fancy are Poppies of a pret- 
ty high Size. 

Obf. The Story is thus, Roger. Proud Targuin 
had often attack’d the City Gabiz in vain, there- 
fore he fuborn’d hisSon Sextus to fly thither, as if 
he had retir’d from his Cruelty and Pride, that he 
might find meausto betray the City into his hands, 
Sextus, who had the Art of Trick and Diffimula- 
tion toa Wonder, manag’d things fo that he was 
very acceptable to the Gabians, and got the Go- 
vernment wholly into his Hands. Having gain’d 
that Point, he fent to know of his Father what he 
fhould do, The old cunning Tyrant would give 
no Anfwer tothe Meflenger, but calling him into 





his Garden, knock'’d off the Heads of the taltca 
Poppies before him with his Staff, and bid hia. 
tell his Son what he had feer. The vouno Tree 
fter, who underftood it perfe@ly well, causd 
the Chief Men of the City to be Séi tn Deon! 
fome of them by publick Accufations tothe Pest. 
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fome by fetting them at variance againit one 4y,, 


ther; fome, that he could not reach by plaujjii. 
Accufations, he got murder’d privately ; fome wee, 
banifl’d, and others fied. By this means he +... 
only rid himfelf of all thofe that were capable ¢, 
oppole his Defign, but by diftributing their Eien 
ito the Leaders of his Faction that gull’d the peo 
ple, he foon made them forget the Lof§ of their 
Patriots, and then of a fudden deliver'’d them jj 
upto be Slaves to Old Tarquin, who thas fabdwa 
a People by Fraud, that had fo nobly withfoud b's 
Force. ™ 

Countrym, That’s a very inflructing Paflage 
Matter, and enough to make any body jealous 
when they hear fome People talk of lopping taji 
Poppies. oO 

Obf. Capiat quicapere poteft, Roger. 

Countrym. Pray tell me fomething more of the 
Targuins, Matter, that I and my Friends may talk 
it again over a Bottle of October now that the 
Nights grow long. 

Obf. Tarquin was King of Rome, but he and all 
his Race were banifh’d for their Tyranny and iff 
Lives, and particularly for opprefling the People 
in order to build a High Church on the Tarpeian 
Mountain, fays Livy. The Romans being once 
gotrid of them, they abjur’d them for ever ; but 
among the Roman Youth, there were fome of good 
Families, who having been debauch’d in their 
Manners at Tarquin’s Court, entertain’d a kind- 
ne{s for his abjur’d Potterity, in hopes of being al- 
low’d the fame licentious way of Living,and oppref- 
fing of others, they had formerly been accuftom’d 
to, if the Family came to be reftor’d , they enter’d 
into a Plot to effect it, and for that end libel’d the 
prefent Conftitution in all Companies, and pre- 
fer'd the former before it. Having by this means 
poifon’d the Minds of the People, they form'd a 
Confpiracy to bring Targuin into the City by 
Night ; but how it was difcover’d and prevented, 
we fhall talk another time. ’ 
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